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Prologue 

 

When we look at the changes and developments in the world since the existence of human beings, we 

can talk about a tremendous progress. As a matter of fact, it is possible to see this situation in every 

field from health to education. Considering the point reached, there is the love of human beings to 

constantly improve and the satisfaction they get from this. Man's pursuit of excellence has opened all 

doors to him, leading to his development and progress. Of course, the contribution of educational 

organizations in the development and improvement of human beings is very high. Societies, aware of 

this fact, have started to make more efforts for the development of educational organizations and the 

education offered there. Naturally, so the effort spent, their welfare level has become better. As a 

matter of fact, developed countries have realized this and started to invest more in education and 

benefit more from its blessings. Developed countries' pursuit of excellence in education shows a big 

difference compared to developing or underdeveloped countries. Developed countries can use 

enormous resources to improve education and training. They are aware that the return on every 

investment made in education will be higher. Based on this fact, developed countries accept the 

investment made in education as a necessity for better education. It makes this investment not only for 

educational organizations but also for all stakeholders that keep that organization alive. Everyone, 

from the school principal to the parents, who are the stakeholders of educational organizations, aim to 

achieve the best depending on using the opportunities offered to them in the best way. All stakeholders 

need to make an effort for this. It should not be forgotten that education stakeholders can only 

contribute to the development and advancement of education to the extent that they improve 

themselves. They need resources that can assist them in their development. Considering that the need 

for information is enhancing day by day, those who set their heart on training should do something to 

meet this need. We wanted to contribute to education and those who love it with IJEL. We will be 

happy if we can make a small contribution to humanity and the progress of education with the papers 

we publish. 

It should be noted that excellent schools where excellent education is provided can be created with 

excellent leaders (teachers, school principals, parents, guardians, students). IJEL is a journal where 

educators who have made the pursuit of excellence a way of life and people who are devoted to 

education can find original articles. IJEL accepts all original studies leading in the field of education 

for publication. In our second issue, we brought together researchers from different countries with our 

readers. As the IJEL team, we know and believe that each new study will be an idea to someone. And 

these studies will lead to better things for human beings who benefit from them. We, as those who set 

the light and carry the torch, are happy to do what needs to be done. We will continue to increase our 

contribution from now on. We know that our path and every individual we serve on this path are worth 

it. Providing the best service to the most honorable of their assets is the greatest of our services. 

Goodbye to meet in the new issue and in the new year. 

 

Warmest regards, 

Erkan Kiral 

 

December, 2021 

Ohio/USA 
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	International Academic Collaboration: The Reinserta Case
	Examination of Primary School Courses in terms of Different Variables in the Pandemic
	Dilek Kirnik , Makbule Birinci
	Introduction
	During the first academic period of August-December 2021, students from different business-related degrees, in the subject of consumer behavior of Technological of Monterrey, in Mexico, had the opportunity to participate in an international collaborat...
	Defined Challenge
	The feedback received from students, partner university professors, and Global Classroom coordinators is very encouraging and positive. The examination and activity realized was extended and had a long-term duration. The hours worked on the project by...
	In order to evaluate and measure the impact of the activity, a final survey was conducted between all student participants. Additionally, it was requested to all teams, to fulfill a co-evaluation form, to check each student involvement and compromise ...
	Low College Credit Plus Enrollment in a Dropout Recovery School: Qualitative Study
	Melinda Moos
	Abstract
	Purpose: College Credit Plus (CCP) is a program for high school students to take college courses while still in high school. The program can be a tremendous advantage to any student. Despite the incentives, CCP enrollment at a Midwest urban dropout re...
	Method: This study was designed in 2021. This study utilized qualitative methods for action research. Because the study is in student interest, it is vital that student voices remain the focal point. I suspect that one of the underlying causes may be ...
	Findings: Current literature details the benefits of CCP enrollment, especially for underrepresented students, as well as the low enrollment of those same students. However, there is a gap in the literature where actual student voices are missing. Wit...
	Implications for Research and Practice: These findings are useful for teachers, school administrators, students, and their families. Further interviews would be beneficial to address the variety in student responses.
	Keywords: College, credit, enrollment, recovery
	Recommended Citation: Moos, M. (2021). Low college credit plus enrollment in a dropout recovery school: a qualitative study. International Journal of Excellent Leadership (IJEL), 1 (1), 22-33.
	Introduction
	College Credit Plus (CCP) is a program for high school students to take college courses while still in high school. The program can be a tremendous advantage to any student, but particularly for students with financial or other types of life constrain...
	Despite the incentives, CCP enrollment at CAA is low and has been so for a decade. According to a report by Selikson (2021), CAA’s EMIS coordinator, total CCP enrollment in 2017 was 20 (13 % of student population); by the year 2020, total enrollment h...
	Midwest Community College has recently set a policy where each CCP English course must have a minimum of eight students per semester to operate independently. Until CAA can regularly meet this enrollment benchmark, independent CCP English classes at C...
	The theoretical framework for this study is the critical, postmodern lens. The missing link in previous studies is actual student voices. Many critical theorists advocate incorporating the voices of those underrepresented in education (Freire, 1998; G...
	Tinto (2004, 2017) has written numerous articles regarding college student retention. He explains the necessity of exploring and examining students’ perspectives, and he further details the need for expanded research. The frustration is that while stu...
	Freire (1998) wrote that education is a means of liberation (Shor, 1993). He added that teaching is an ethical responsibility and discrimination of any kind is immoral (Freire, 1998). Freire valued critical thinking, democratic classrooms employing bo...
	Gandhi likewise wrote of education as a means of liberation and of hope for oppressed people (Ghosh, 2019). Furthermore, he similarly wrote that education is a method of student self-transformation (Ghosh, 2019). Gandhi saw the individual and society ...
	Benefits of CCP Enrollment
	CCP stands for College Credit Plus, meaning that students take college courses while they are still in high school. Children from marginalized groups are severely underrepresented in advanced coursework in high schools (Lindsey et. al, 2019). Although...
	Additional benefits of CCP enrollment to students are detailed by Coates and Webb (2013): higher SAT scores, higher rates of continued college, and stronger standardized test scores. Mangan (2019) confirms that CCP students have higher college retenti...
	CCP Benefits Specific to Community Colleges
	Community colleges and Career Technical Education have a particular role to play in improving individual circumstances as well as the collective (Karp, 2015). They are more accessible to students, particularly “at-risk” students, and the benefits are ...
	One subgroup that benefits the most from community colleges is student mothers. Women comprise the majority of all college students and more women attend community colleges than four-year schools (Hatch & Toner, 2020). One in every four community coll...
	“At-Risk” CCP Students
	Singleton recommended “acceleration in place of remediation” to help underrepresented students achieve academic excellence (Singleton, 2015, p. 45). Students who are considered “at-risk” seem to have the most to gain from CCP classes. Yet, Karp (2015)...
	College enrollment rates for male students are lower than enrollment rates for female students (Karp, 2015). Male enrollment is even lower for African American students (Tolliver, et al., 2019). Without specific interventions put in place to support A...
	Potential Solutions
	Coates and Webb (2013) list a large number of potential solutions for improving CCP enrollment and success rates. These include: close communication and coordination between college and high school partners, early student assessments to identify areas...
	Method
	Qualitative Research Design
	This case study utilized qualitative methods for action research. Action research is a paradigm that requires a process of constant inquiry of problems and taking action to solve them. The process is highly reflexive and continuous (Pine, 2009). The g...
	Semi-Structured Interviews
	The semi-structured interviews consisted of six main questions, with several sub questions and the flexibility to add and change questions as I felt needed. Polkinghorne (2005) wrote that “Because of the individual differences of interviewees and the ...
	Setting
	City Achievement Academy (CAA) is a public, non-profit, dropout recovery charter school in the Midwest. Total enrollment at CAA is currently 136 students; however, this is our lowest enrollment on record (presumably due to the COVID-19 pandemic). The ...
	Participants
	To ensure that student voices were heard, participants were CAA students or former CAA students, who are above the age of 18. Three students participated in the interviews. They were chosen based on high attendance rates to increase communication oppo...
	The first student was Stephen. Stephen graduated in 2016 and he was successful in the CCP program prior to graduation. He is currently close to graduating from college. The second student was Ibrahim. Ibrahim is a current student and the newest to CAA...
	Researcher’s Lens/Positionality Statement
	Information on how the researcher positioned herself is given below.
	Identifications: Due to the multiple roles I play in this study, I cannot objectively separate myself from the study. I am the researcher, doctoral student, high school teacher, and College Credit Plus teacher, which means that I am also a volunteer a...
	Epistemology is a theory about knowledge: how we know what we know and what types of knowledge are valid (Walliman, 2011). Of the two main types of epistemology, empiricism and rationalism, I categorize myself more as empirical, although I do think th...
	Ontology deals with the question of social reality (Hesse-Biber, 2017). Although the most common academic ontological affiliation is positivism, I am more drawn between either relativism or emancipatory. I believe that there is not just one Truth; man...
	Axiology refers to the question of what is valuable (Olive, 2021). Of relevance to my study are the ethics involved. I find ethics to be of high value and will have to tread carefully in some areas, especially given my multiple roles.
	Paradigm
	Given these identifications, I fluctuate between paradigms of relativism and emancipatory. Every individual story has its own truth, depending on the context. Power dynamics are an important factor in shaping one’s truth. Therefore, I am also in suppo...
	Demographics: I identify as a white, heterosexual female. I am married and a (step) parent to one child, whom I raised. I teach English and communication courses and electives at the high school and college levels. I hold an Ed.M and my nationality is...
	Mitigation: Bias and power dynamics are both potential issues that will require mitigation. Potential bias conflicts include the possibility of me projecting my own thoughts and experiences onto the participants. Because the participants and I share s...
	I am a teacher at the case study school; therefore, power dynamics could also be a challenge, even if I am not a direct teacher of the student participants. Additionally, students new to the school may experience questions of trust. Even students who ...
	Data Collection
	All interviews were audio-recorded. Student interviews were conducted in the student lounge area of the school building for student comfort or through Zoom. Students were given informed consent papers to review prior to the interviews via email and/or...
	Data Analysis
	Information on how the research data were organized, validity and reliability are given below.
	Public Documents: Public documents and unpublished CAA documents were analyzed for baseline data. This included demographic information, the Midwest Community College faculty handbook, and the CAA website. Other (unpublished) documents, such as survey...
	Interviews: Interviews were transcribed using software and then hand-coded for themes. The themes were then analyzed to discover common root causes of lack of CCP enrollment, common student interests and concerns, and student ideas for solutions. Thre...
	Trustworthiness: All study participants operated under informed consent. The study and its purpose were clearly articulated both verbally and in written form. Participants had the option to decline participation at any point in the study. Participants...
	Dependability: Shenton (2004) recommends using in-depth descriptions of the methodology to assist study repetition. Although the results of repeated studies are unlikely to be the same due to contextual differences, the details would allow a sort of h...
	Confirmability: There are a number of useful techniques to aid confirmability. As per Shenton, I employed reflexivity and a detailed audit trail whenever possible. Researcher reflexivity allowed for constant questioning and reflection regarding proced...
	Credibility: Because I have been engaged with the school culture for approximately ten years, my prolonged experience aids credibility. Prolonged engagement in the field allows for an improved cultural and structural understanding of the school and CC...
	Transferability: Comparisons can be made via the above-mentioned thick descriptions and detailed explanation of methodology, including information about the type of setting, restrictions, participants, data collection and sessions, and the time period...
	Findings and Discussion
	The findings obtained as a result of the research are given below under three headings in line with the purpose of the research.
	CCP Benefits
	All three participants outlined similar, specific benefits they saw to participation in CCP programs. Stephen, having been through the program, referred to the CCP program as “a very big advantage”, “an opportunity”, “a head start”, “ahead of the game...
	Although Ibrahim is not interested in the CCP program for himself, he does recommend it for other students. He said, “If they want to take less classes in college, or just get ahead of the curve, basically, or if I’m seeing they’re really good at scho...
	Nathaniel said that he feels the program is a good idea “just to get a feel for college, and what I’m looking forward to, if that’s what I choose to go down.” Nathaniel’s interview answers were by far the briefest and he simply said “mmhhh” and shook ...
	CCP Challenges
	The challenges the three students saw to enrollment showed more variety than the benefits. Stephen said that he did not have challenges; however, he speculated on challenges that other students might face. For one thing, he feels that the lack of clas...
	Ibrahim was blunt about his own lack of effort or desire in academia. Although he spoke in the past tense in reference to his previous school, he is currently a student at CAA. When I asked him if he is considering CCP courses, he said, “Not really. I...
	Nathaniel echoed what I feel are exaggerated concerns about the academic requirements. He said, “probably math is my biggest thing. And the whole, like I say, I would have to write 16-page papers. I feel like I couldn’t write that much. They say you h...
	Potential Solutions- Student-Generated
	Stephen, both directly and indirectly, offered a wide range of suggestions that could help improve CCP enrollment. First, indirectly I noticed that Stephen made frequent references to what I would call his support system. This includes many references...
	Stephen also made frequent references to his environment. He mentioned the strengths he has gained from diversity in his environment at least seven times in an hour-long interview. He explicitly spoke of gratitude for the diversity in his life, all so...
	Besides being supported, Stephen also brought up his desire to support other students through helping to build the CCP program so that younger CAA students would have the opportunity. He talked about me sitting a group of students down; I cannot remem...
	In addition to his environment, Stephen made indirect points regarding what I would categorize as his long-term planning. He spoke about working hard now with the goal of retiring early. I contrast this with Ibrahim’s statements about wanting to “get ...
	I believe that Stephen indirectly made reference to a sense of belonging as well. He spoke about CAA’s administrative assistant, who welcomes students into the building in the morning. He said, “I came to see Mrs. Williams, but you know, I’m here now,...
	Stephen directly, but briefly, mentioned an idea to have “weekly talks” with students for motivation, and the idea of going for trade jobs in addition to longer college programs. He said to talk to the students “with the part about college, you defini...
	Ibrahim’s advice for building the program was “it’s like a lot of people don’t know what they’re doing. You could help guide them to what they want to do. Make them realize what they might want to do when they grow, and then remind them, ‘Oh, you can ...
	Nathaniel’s advice was similar to Ibrahim’s regarding career exploration. When I asked for advice on how to increase CCP enrollment, he referenced a career exploration field trip I had taken him on two years prior as being beneficial. Field trips were...
	Conclusions, Implications, and Reflection
	The research question asked what CAA can do to improve CCP enrollment. Based on these very early findings, some potential improvements could be made by increasing career exploration, giving students a more accurate image of college expectations and op...
	More interviews are needed to account for the variety in student responses. In the future, I would like to get female voices and as much representation of diverse groups as possible to allow more voices to be heard. I would also like to seek IRB appro...
	As a dropout recovery school, our student population faces many challenges outside of academics. Most of our students work before or after school, often grueling hours. Many of our students are themselves parents with young children to care for. There...
	Along with a greater quantity of interviews, I would also like to improve the quality of the interviews. Based on student answers, I have added some questions, including asking students how they would describe a typical college class, to see if skewed...
	A quantitative survey and focus group may also be helpful. The quantitative survey could give a more accurate count of student interest in the CCP courses, as well as identify students from whom to seek an interview. A focus group could help students ...
	I found that I quite enjoyed interviewing students and they seemed to enjoy it as well. One student said that it was “an honor.” However, it was very difficult to book the interviewing times. When I ask students in person if they would be interested i...
	Another challenge is that we have an unusually young group of students at CAA this year. I plan to seek IRB approval for my DIP to include minors for interviewing. I think that if I could get that approval, I would have much higher participation and m...
	Employing the triple roles of student, teacher, and researcher created a dynamic where I was extremely invested in the research process. I believe that through this experience, I became even more of an insider into the case study and have a stronger u...
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